Abstract
Knowledge transfer and skills development during the transportation and movement of fish
 A survey was conducted in the National Zoological Garden of South Africa during the month of September 2009 to January 2010 to assess the transportation of fish in the Aquarium. The purpose was to collect baseline information between the zoo keepers and educators on how to transport or move fish in the Aquarium. Details about the movement and transportation of fish were given for the wellbeing of fishes being transported, including transportation within institution premises and transfers from one institution to another. Skills, training and experience were shared among the keepers to ensure the wellbeing of fish such as medical requirements, container size, size of the tanks, temperature and life support system. The other changes in an animal’s normal behavior could be expected as a result of being moved and transported, and every precaution was taken to ensure the safety of the animals such as recognizing the territorial behavior, ages, sex and health. The implications of these appropriate steps (such as use of tranquillizers), which is taken to reduce the stress levels of fish and water quality is discussed. The major handicap in the development of transporting or moving fish in the Aquarium is skill shortage among workers. In conclusion this paper will discuss how staff interact and share experience and knowledge within the community of zoo keepers, aquarist and zoo educators.
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